DANVILLE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

MINUTES

MARCH 18, 2008    7:00 PM

Members Present: Elmer Cook, Lyn Larison, Tom Swords, Loris Thompson and Kevin Tussey. 
Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Gary Eakin, Laura Parker and Linda Spurling
Staff Absent: Kevin Dogan 
Guests: Larry Miles and Justin Herald
A quorum was established, the meeting was called to order by President Kevin Tussey and the minutes were approved as submitted.
G. Eakin swore in all participants speaking at the public hearing. 

New Business;
A. Public Hearing: Development standard variance to allow reduced setbacks for a monument sign located at 1203 W. Main Street.
L. Parker briefed the BZA on case #08-03. The property is located at 1203 W. Main Street and is zoned General Business (GB) and Corridor Protection Overlay District (CPOD).  The petitioner, Justin Herald, is moving the NAPA store from its current downtown location. He wishes to construct a monument sign in front of his business and set it at the property line. Because monument signs in the CPOD have a minimum eight (8) foot setback for lot lines, a variance from setbacks is necessary to keep the sign from being placed in the middle of the pre-existing parking lot. Pole signs are not permitted in the overlay district which further restricts their signage options. 
Permitting the sign to be placed at the property line would not affect the general welfare or adversely impact the adjoining neighbors because this is a commercial use in a commercial district. Vision clearance would not be impeded if the setback was eliminated due to the significant amount of ROW that exists for US 36. An unnecessary hardship is created by the setback requirement for monument signs because of the right-of-way that exists along US 36 and because the setback would require the sign to be located in the maneuvering aisle of the existing parking lot. The Design Review Committee has reviewed the proposed sign and its location and is not opposed to the request for a reduced setback. Staff supports the petitioner’s request to allow a monument sign to be placed at the property line with no setbacks.
The BZA had no questions for the petitioner.  

K. Tussey opened the public hearing.
There being no comments K. Tussey closed the public hearing.

L. Thompson moved to approve the variance sought by Petitioner Justin Herald in BZA petition #08-03 to allow a monument sign to be constructed with a zero (0) setback on property located at 1203 W. Main Street. This petition has satisfied the requirements for variances under state law for the following reasons:
1. The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community for the reason(s)  stated in the Petitioner’s proposed findings of fact; 
2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be affected in a substantially adverse manner for the reason(s) stated in Petitioner’s proposed findings of fact.
3. The strict application of the terms of the Zoning Ordinance will result in practical difficulties in the use of the property for the reason(s) stated in the Petitioner’s proposed findings of fact. 
L. Larison seconded and a roll call vote was taken.

T. Swords - aye

L. Larison – aye
K. Tussey – aye
L. Thompson – aye
E. Cook – aye
Motion carried 5-0.
K. Tussey adjourned the meeting. 
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